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Serving Tippecanoe County
This was a very busy session in the General Assembly, despite only lasting ten weeks. I'd like to

share with you a few of the things I authored and worked hard on this session for our community.  

The legislator health care plan received some attention this session. After hearing about this,
many of you asked me about the plan. I would simply like to explain that I am not on the legisla-
tor health care plan, and I never have been. I wanted to make this fact clear to constituents who
may hear otherwise.

I was successful in reviving language that will be a major benefit to Purdue University. House
Enrolled Act 1029 will give Purdue $60 million to complete the first critical step in their deferred
repair and renovation plan. This language for Purdue was removed from the bill, but I was persist-
ent in persuading my Senate colleagues of its importance. Fortunately, my persistence paid off and
the language was put back into the bill. This is a big victory for our own Purdue University, and I
was glad to help my alma mater. I am honored to have received the prestigious Welsh-Bowen

Distinguished Public Official Award from Hoosiers for Higher Education
for the second time for my work on education issues.  

The Tippecanoe School Corporation will be able to keep its promise
to the students who are currently working towards an academic honors
diploma thanks to Senate Enrolled Act 231. I authored this bill to ensure
that we keep our promise to students. SEA 231 allows schools that pur-
chase savings bonds for academic honors diploma recipients to continue
doing so for the next two years, despite the fact that this program was
eliminated last session.  

Senate Enrolled Act 33 is very important and beneficial for the
Lafayette Family Services, who worked with me in getting this bill passed. Currently, a court may
appoint a volunteer advocate for an incapacitated individual who is at least 55 years of age. This
bill expands that age group to all incapacitated adults at least 18 years of age. This legislation is
very important in protecting a larger group of Hoosiers and I was proud to author this bill on behalf
of Lafayette Family Services and other similar groups.

I worked hard in saving legislation for Lafayette Urban Ministries. I was co-sponsor of a bill
to provide a sales tax exemption for home energy costs for people acquiring it through the Low
Income Heating and Energy Assistance Program. This bill died, but I made sure the language was
saved by inserting it into HEA 1001. Home heating costs have skyrocketed this winter and many
people are struggling, this will give Hoosiers a way to recoup some of the costs. 

I also authored Senate Enrolled Act 310, which will allow our most gifted students to advance at
an accelerated rate without being penalized. When some of these gifted students finish high school
and move on to college early, they do not receive a diploma because they have not attended at least
seven semesters, which often makes them ineligible for scholarships and financial aid. SEA 310
would eliminate this problem. 

I also was successful in offering an amendment to House Enrolled Act 1102, which will allow
mayors to appoint redevelopment committee members to one-year terms, as opposed to the current
three-year terms. I feel this measure will ensure that these committees are working hard and if not,
members can be replaced. 

In my opinion, this was a successful session and I am extremely proud of the local leaders who
helped me pass bills beneficial to Tippecanoe County in a variety of ways. Thank you again for the
opportunity to represent our community at the Statehouse. 
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Telecom Law Could Save Money on Cable Bills
While much of the discussion in this year's

session centered on physical infrastructure like
roads and bridges, the General Assembly made
a historic change in its unseen infrastructure.
Through reforms made in House Enrolled Act
1279, Indiana will see lower cable prices,
increased competition and a wave of invest-
ment in the state.

Experts have called HEA 1279 the most
aggressive telecommunications reform in the
nation and say it will likely be a model that
other states are sure to follow. The bill includes
several provisions designed to give Hoosiers
access to the best technology at a reasonable
price. It contains two major provisions:

Statewide Video Franchising - Following
the model used in Texas, HEA 1279 creates a
streamlined process through which video
providers (such as cable companies) can enter a
market and compete for customers. Known as
statewide video franchising, this process will
result in more video competition and lower
prices for consumers. Since September, when
Texas statewide franchising went into effect,
more 120 franchises have been granted to com-
peting companies. 

HEA 1279 will eliminate the current virtual
monopoly of cable providers and give most
Hoosiers a choice in video service. In February,
Ball State University's Digital Policy Institute
released a study saying Hoosiers could save a
total of $262 million on their cable bills annual-
ly as a result of new choices.

Telephone deregulation - A recent survey of
CEOs in Site Selection Magazine showed that
access to high-speed communications is the
most important factor in drawing new business
development to a particular state. HEA 1279
encourages telephone companies to deploy
more high-speed Internet, called broadband, by
gradually deregulating basic phone services if
broadband is made available. Companies must
be able to offer high speed Internet to 50 per-
cent of households in any given exchange
before they can raise rates in that exchange.
Monthly basic rates may increase by only $1
per year until 2009.

The new law also contains protection for
low-income Hoosiers. HEA 1279 establishes
the Indiana "Life Line" program that provides
discounted telephone rates to Hoosiers below
150 percent of the federal poverty level. This is

a supplement to the federal program, which aids
consumers with a household income below 135
percent of the federal poverty level. Consumers
will also be protected through a ban on "local
measured service," which is the practice of
charging for local phone calls by the minute.

This legislation was a rare opportunity to
create 20,000 new jobs and $7 billion in invest-
ment in Indiana. And that is an opportunity that
can't be passed up. 

Senator Alting works at his desk on the
Senate floor.



The right to own property is fundamental to the
American way of life. We are all familiar with the
concept of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness"
set out in our Declaration of Independence.
However, at the time the Declaration was issued,
many Americans listed such basic God-given human
rights as "life, liberty and property."

Last summer, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a rul-
ing that threatens the right to own property. In Kelo v.
City of New London, the court said that government
may "take" private property for economic development. In other
words, as then-Justice Sandra Day O'Connor wrote, "Nothing is to
prevent the state from replacing any Motel 6 with a Ritz-Carlton, any
home with a shopping mall, or any farm with a factory."

The Supreme Court, however, left a loophole, saying legislatures
may further restrict the use of eminent domain. This year, the
General Assembly did exactly that.

Last summer, Indiana created an Eminent Domain Study
Committee to look at Indiana's property rights laws to see how they
could be improved. Many of their conclusions are now in the form
of House Enrolled Act 1010. 

Perhaps most importantly, the new law requires the reason for

using eminent domain be something that benefits the public. Thus,
eminent domain can be used for a legitimate government purpose-
but not simply to increase a local government's tax base.

The new law does several other things, including placing time
restrictions on eminent domain so that property owners are not left
in limbo for years at a time; requiring just compensation for Hoosier
property owners; and mandating good-faith negotiations between the
condemner and the property owner. 

When used appropriately, eminent domain is an important tool
that can help provide anything from roads to parks to schools for
public use. HEA 1010 ensures that this tool is not abused at the
expense of Hoosiers' right to own private property.

EMINENT
DOMAIN: 

PROTECTING HOOSIER PROPERTY
OWNERS

Senator Alting authored Senate Concurrent Resolution 62, congratulating the
Lafayette Central Catholic Girls’ Basketball Team on their state championship.
During their visit, Alting introduced the girls to Governor Mitch Daniels.

MAJOR MOVES: A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIANA
For years, Indiana has habitually approved almost any road proj-

ect that is requested with a promise that it will get done "eventually."
This resulted in $2.8 billion of unfunded road projects across the
state. With the passage of Major Moves, House Enrolled Act 1008,
the General Assembly ensured the state's 10-year road plan will be
funded, the Interstate 69 extension will get started, future generations
will have money for roads and thousands of jobs will be created
across the state. 

The crux of the plan — leasing the Indiana Toll Road to private
investors — drew attention, praise and criticism in the 10-week leg-
islative session, but in the end, I believe the benefits of the deal out-
weighed any negatives that were mentioned.

In exchange for an up-front payment, Statewide Mobility Partners
(SMP) will operate and collect tolls from the Indiana Toll Road for
75 years. The consortium has also agreed to make improvements to
the road — estimated at $4.4 billion — and fund 25 additional State
Troopers and a new state police post along the Interstate. The lease
agreement and HEA 1008 dictate that SMP must meet federal stan-
dards on items such as traffic flow and snow removal. Indiana also
listed its own requirements for maintenance issues such as filling pot
holes, removing dead animals, and taking care of other hazards. 

A top-tier economy requires a top-tier infrastructure. Indiana is
striving to have an economy that is the envy of the nation, but we
can't do so without a road system that also draws envy. Major Moves
completes those goals, and I am proud to say I supported it.

Indiana's children are our state's most pre-
cious assets.  Sadly, nearly 67 percent of all
reported sexual assault crimes are committed
against children.  In fact, 34 percent of sexual
assault victims are under age 12.  One in
seven is under age 6.  Despite efforts to pro-
tect children, there are still sexual predators
who continue to prey on their innocence. This
session, several bills were filed in an effort to
close loopholes and strengthen Indiana's child
protection laws.  

The only way to help prevent predators

from striking twice is to ensure their where-
abouts are known by law enforcement agen-
cies.  This year, the General Assembly created
legislation that requires convicted sexual
predators to wear a GPS monitoring device at
all times. New legislation also specifies that a
principal residence is the residence where the
offender spends the most time.  If the sex
offender plans to spend more than 72 hours
away from his/her principal residence, the
individual must notify both the local law
enforcement agency and that of the city or
county of visitation with a complete itinerary,

including a return date. 

Also with this newly enacted legisla-
tion, any person at least 18 years old
who is convicted of child molesting for a
second time may be placed on lifetime
parole once his or her prison term is
complete. Any individual convicted of
two child molesting crimes in another
state whose parole is transferred to
Indiana is required to be placed on life-
time parole, as well.

Legislators have also been successful
in preventing courts from granting peti-

tions for adoption or legal guardianship to a
sexually violent predator or someone who
commits child molestation with specific pro-
visions.

The Department of Corrections (DOC) has
been given more authority over sex offenders
by receiving control of the state sex offender
registry.  The DOC is now also required to
register these offenders before being released
from incarceration.

This legislation also prohibits a sexually
violent predator from living within 1,000 feet
of, or working at, any school, public park or
program center; nor is a sexually violent pred-
ator permitted to live within one mile of the
victim's residence.  

Too often, sex offenders are released from
prison, supposedly rehabilitated, only to
repeat their crimes or commit worse offenses.
Statistics show that sex offenders are four
times more likely than non-sex offenders to
be arrested for another sex crime after being
discharged from prison. These initiatives can
help provide protection for our most vulnera-
ble Hoosiers - our children.

Protecting Our Children from Predators

Tippecanoe County Benefits from Major Moves

• Completes final segment of Hoosier Heartland Highway

• SR 25 from I-65 to CR 450 N—$67,450,000

• SR 26 from I-65 to 0.3 miles East of CR 550 E—$7,665,674

• SR 43 from 1.16 miles North of I-65 to 1.93 miles North of 
I-65—$2,200,000

• I-65 at SR 26—$5,810,000

• US 231 from 0.5 miles North of Wabash River to SR 26—
$24,479,802

• US 231 from SR 26 to US 52 around the west side of West
Lafayette—$9,020,000

Distribution for Local Projects
Amount to be received in both 2006 and 2007

•Tippecanoe County—$764,672.39

•Battle Ground—$9,117.54 •Clarks Hill—$4,686.27

•Dayton—$7,718.55 •Lafayette—$417,111.99

•Shadeland—$11,591.61

•West Lafayette—$198,325.47

Last year, we passed a balanced two-year
state budget that held the line on spending,
eliminated the structural deficit, added no
new state taxes, provided $4 billion in proper-
ty tax replacement credits and added $112.4
million to K-12 education.

This budget controlled state spending
while boosting funding for K-12 education,
scholarships for higher education and child
protection.

Education funding remained a top priority
of mine. The school funding formula is driv-
en by an innovative approach that funds chil-
dren as individuals instead of simply funding
corporations. Special factors are taken into
consideration such as poverty, single parent
families and free lunches, when determining
the level of funding that is to follow a child. 

Additionally, the state is distributing to
local governments $4 billion in property tax
replacement credits (PTRC), in an effort to
provide relief to homeowners and other prop-

erty tax payers. Local governments and
schools keep 99.9 percent of all property
taxes. Half of all revenue raised by the
state sales tax is used for PTRC, as is 14
percent of the income tax and nearly a
half billion dollars every year from the
wagering tax.

The main goal of the 2006-07 Biennial
Budget was to fund essential services
while holding the line on other spending
to strengthen the state’s fiscal condition
and restore  stability to the State budget. 

It now appears that this budget will
accomplish its ambitious goals. This bal-
anced budget, the first one crafted by leg-
islators in 10 years, goes a long way towards
restoring stability to our budget. I strongly
support  these efforts to keep spending down
while providing adequate funding for essen-
tial services. 

I am proud to have supported this success-
ful budget. We are just two months away from

realizing an amazing one-year turnaround. In
just one year, we will have eliminated our
structural deficit and will have money in the
bank.  As a result, if the economy does not go
into a recession, the state will be better posi-
tioned to fund essential services and possibly
make selected new investments for the next
biennium. 

Balancing the Budget
Budget Passed Last Year Eliminates Deficit, Puts State Back on Track

Alting speaking with students from Lafayette in
the Senate Gallery. Alting serves as Ranking
Majority Member of the Senate Education and
Career Development Committee.

Senator Alting visits with pages from the
Lafayette area.


